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are patent in every period of his life, his kind and generous
disposition, his unselfishness, desire to do good, love of peace,
regard for religion, good abilities, and energy in the cause
of Science and Art, all these are conspicuous; but they could
not compensate for the one defect of weakness. Cosimo I,
with all his murders, cruel tyrannies, and deceitful character,
made Tuscany for the mass of the people a happy and pros-
perous country; Ferdinand II, with all his goodness of dis-
position and desire to do right, made it the most degraded
and misgoverned country in Europe. And the root of these
opposite results lay solely in the fact that the former was a
strong ruler and the latter a weak one. But the full effect of
Ferdinand's weakness was not seen till the next reign.